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Preface

OOne of the legacies of conflict in Southern Africa is the glut of light
weapons and small arms.  These are being transported illegally across

borders, where they are used to generate political instability and for criminal
purposes in many settlements, rural and urban. Under these circumstances,
programmes for democratisation (which include demobilisation,
disarmament and policing) are being jeopardised to the point that many
people feel the need to acquire weapons for self-defence, thus consolidating
the illegal markets that thrive on such instability, chaos and fear. In
consequence, communities have abandoned their traditional, negotiated
mechanisms of conflict resolution and conflict management, seeking instead
to resolve violent situations with solutions equally violent. Although in its
infancy, a culture of violence has begun to emerge in the region, threatening
democracy and development. This is inevitable because an increased
availability of unregulated and uncontrolled light weapons in a national
society erodes its value system and changes its individuals, making them
more insecure – not less – and more violent.

The connection between despair, violence and intolerance and the increased
availability of small arms is, and will continue to become, ever more
apparent in the daily lives of populations. Since this is a product of the
unholy alliance between conflict, international crime, black markets and
guns, the international community has no choice but to accept that the
control and regulation of trafficking in light weapons has become a matter
of equal, if not higher, concern than arms control of a different kind. 

Besides, while there is a market for light weapons, there will always be one
for major conventional weapons, since the destabilisation wrought by the
former, generates the need for increased protection and control, which is
reflected in increases in military and security budgets. 

With this context in mind, the Institute for Security Studies (ISS) in South
Africa has developed its Arms Management Programme (comprising the
first-phase project entitled Towards Collaborative Peace (TCP), the follow-
on, The Implementation Project and various others), the aim of which is  to
study the dynamics of the illegal trade in small arms in Southern Africa.
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