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1. Human security can be considered today as a paradigm in the
making, for ensuring both a better knowledge of the rapidly
evolving large-scale risks and threats that can have a major
impact on individuals and populations, and a strengthened
mobilization of the wide array of actors actually involved in
participative policy formulation in the various fields it
encompasses today.
As such, it is an adequate framework for: 

• accelerating the transition from past restrictive notions of
security, tending to identify it solely with defence issues, to a
much more comprehensive multidimensional concept of
security, based on the respect for all human rights and
democratic principles; 

• contributing to sustainable development and especially to the
eradication of extreme poverty, which is a denial of all human
rights; 

• reinforcing the prevention at the root of the different forms of
violence, discrimination, conflict and internal strife that are
taking a heavy toll on mainly civilian populations in all regions
of the world without exception;

• providing a unifying theme for multilateral action to the
benefit of the populations most affected by partial and
interrelated insecurities. The importance should be underlined
of the multilateral initiatives taken in this respect by Canada
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and Japan as well as by other countries. 

2. The ongoing globalization process offers new opportunities for the
strengthening of large coalitions working to further
human security, at the multilateral and national
levels, and in particular at local level involving all
actors of society. This in turn requires a much stronger
participation of peace research and training institutions,
institutes for security studies, non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) and other bodies dedicated to the promotion of peace and
human security, with a view to enhancing the involvement of civil
society in all aspects of policy formulation and implementation of
actions aimed at enhancing human security at the local, national,
regional and international levels.

3. The promotion of human security today therefore requires an
enhanced exchange of best experiences, practices and
initiatives in the fields of research, training, mobilization and
policy formulation, in which UNESCO can play a major role as a
facilitator, forum and amplifier of proactive human security
initiatives, in particular in the framework of the UNESCO
SecuriPax Forum website launched in September 2000 for that
purpose (http://www.unesco.org/securipax)

4. The strengthening of the action of the United Nations
and, in particular, of UNESCO in favour of human
security is essential today, taking into account the
objectives set out in the UN Millennium Summit Declaration and
Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace, and the Declaration
and Plan for an International Decade for a Culture of Peace and
Non-Violence for the Children of the World (2001-2010),
proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly, as well as on
the measures being taken to reach internationally agreed
development targets, in particular in the fields of poverty
eradication; education for all; the preservation of the
environment and notably of water resources; and the struggle
against AIDS. 

5. The compounded impact of a growing number of threats to the
security of populations requires the establishment of
innovative interdisciplinary approaches geared to the
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requirements of inducing participative preventive
action, involving all social actors. The intimate links that
should exist between research projects and policy formulation in
the field of prevention must also be stressed from the outset,
taking into account the fact that current research on various
dimensions of security is still largely dissociated from the
existing policy formulation mechanisms, particularly at the
national and subregional levels. On the basis of a common agenda
for action, the peace research and training institutions, institutes
for security studies and the NGOs working in related fields can
play an essential role in creating these links, building bridges
between the academic world and the policy formulation
mechanisms, contributing to the establishment of such
mechanisms wherever necessary, identifying priority fields to be
tackled and the populations that merit particular and urgent
attention. 

6. Regional and subregional approaches should be elaborated
for the promotion of human security in order to more precisely
identify the nature, scope and impact of the risks and threats that
can affect populations in the medium and long term. UNESCO
should contribute to the elaboration of these regional and
subregional approaches, in cooperation with national and regional
organizations and institutions and on the basis of the regional
round tables (on Africa, the Arab States, Asia and the Pacific,
Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean) held during the First
International Meeting of Directors of Peace Research and Training
Institutions. Urgent attention should be paid to the reinforcement
of the struggle against AIDS, especially in sub-Saharan Africa,
which is a real threat to peace and security, as stated by the
United Nations Security Council. 

7. Special attention should be paid to the most highly populated
countries, given the fact that in these countries the
interrelationship between population growth, diminishing
natural resources, environmental degradation and the overall
impact of ongoing globalization processes is of great complexity
and must consequently be dealt with, in particular in terms of
designing local approaches focusing on specific population groups. 

8. The development of human resources is a key factor, if
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not the most important, for ensuring human security.
Basic education for all and the building of capacities at the
national level must therefore be placed high on the human
security agenda. Institutes for peace and human security can play
an important role in national capacity building in fields such as
the setting up of early-warning mechanisms related to major
risks and threats to human security; and high-level training for
the elaboration of regional and subregional long-term approaches
for ensuring human security and the formulation of preventive
action policies.

9. Critical post-conflict issues such as reconciliation
processes and mechanisms and the often harsh impact of
sanctions on populations merit more in-depth analysis in
terms of human security, in the framework of an enhanced
respect for international instruments, in particular of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Concerning
reconciliation processes and mechanisms, due attention should be
paid to the adequate dissemination of best experiences and
practices and to the comparative analysis of these experiences and
practices, especially of the work of the various truth and justice
commissions set up in last two decades in various countries.
Concerning the impact of sanctions on populations, note should be
taken of ongoing initiatives within the United Nations in order to
review the modalities of the imposition of such sanctions and the
action of UN Specialized Agencies to alleviate their impact on
civilian populations.

10.The impact on human security of migrations and of movements
of populations displaced due to conflict should be
highlighted. Concerning migrations, attention should be paid to
countering practices in host countries that discriminate against
legal immigrants, and in the case of populations displaced due to
conflict, the efforts of the international community should be
reinforced, especially when the displacements take on a semi-
permanent character.

11.Due attention should be paid to countering the impact of negative
paradigms (such as ‘clash of civilizations’, ‘African anarchy’,
etc.), based on stereotypes and simplistic analyses of the
interactions between cultures, societies and civilizations and


