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Human security is indivisible. A general dynanic of
equi tabl e and bal anced devel opment is its best cornerstone. The
growing interaction of societies on a worldwde scale
increasingly denonstrates the overall need for human security,
though it is not yet enough to prevent all forns of violence or
conflict. The world's future depends upon a grow ng need for
human security and a better understanding of all the risks and
threats that affect popul ations and individual s.

(Fromthe Agenda for Action of the International SecuriPax
Network for the Promotion of Hunan Security and Peace)

As the aftermath of the tragic events of 11 Septenber 2001 in the
Lhited Sates unfol ds throughout the world, we are again called upon
to renew our efforts both to better understand the nature of the
rapidly evolving |l arge-scal e risks and threats that can have a naj or
i npact on individual s and popul ations, and to strengthen nobilization
of the wde array of actors actually involved in participative policy
fornulation in the various fields it enconpasses today.

In Africa, the nuner of conflicts is still overwhelming, as are the
consequences for civilian populations. In his address to the 37th
UMt of the Qganization of African lhity (ON) in Lusaka
(Zanbia) in July 2001, the Secretary-General of the Uhited
Nations, M Kofi Annan, warned that ‘we are confronted wth
persistent conflicts and crises of governance and security that
threaten to derail our hopes for an Arican Lhion of peace and
prosperity’.

But it is aso clear that the nuniber of African actors involved in



conflict resol ution and prevention has increased considerably, as has

their effectiveness, in particular in the framwork of subregional

initiatives. ne of the najor issues is to explore the ways and neans
of enhancing that effectiveness at both regional and subreg onal

I evel s. Indeed, |essons can al ready be drawn fromthe past and ongoi ng

processes of negotiation and nediation wth a view to reinforcing

conflict-prevention nechanisns, including the discussions on the
nature and purposes of an African peace-keepi ng force.

Bt the nain challenge is to link conflict prevention to the
pronoti on of hunman security, on the basis of the comrmon priorities
already identified and on the wdely shared concern for neeting the
needs of the nost vul nerabl e popul ati ons.

Thi s concern can be expressed through four questions:

* How can we ensure that na or dinensions of hunan security wll
be taken into account in regional, subregional and national policies
as we nove fromthe resolution of conflicts to the building of
denocratic and stable societies, respectful of al hunan rights?

» Have we adequately identified all the priorities that require | ong-
termaction, or are we linting ourselves to dealing only wth the
nost urgent natters?

» Wi ch capacities have to be built in order to nove forward in the
pronotion of hunman security, in particular through educati on and
trai ni ng?

» Wich strategies can contribute to the nobilization of the nost
vul nerabl e popul ations, which nust energe as stakehol ders in the
denocratic process, through participation and di al ogue?

Wth a viewto answering these questions and building on the Agenda
for Action and the FHnal Reconmendations of the FHrst International
Meeting of Orectors of Peace Research and Training Institutions hel d
at UNESOOs initiative in Novenber 2000, the Institute for Security
Sudies (1SS of South Africa and UNESQO hosted on 23 and 24 July
2001 in Pretoria a high-level expert neeting on peace, hurman
security and conflict prevention in Africa, wth the participation of
regional and continental organi zations and sel ected representatives of
civil society.

This volume contains the proceedings of this expert neeting, the
first of a series of regional neetings held under the auspices of the
Internati onal SecuriPax Network for the Pronotion of Human
Security and Peace.

Indeed, Africais one of UNESAOs key priority areas and action in



its favour is being structured around four conplenentary

objectives, al of which are essentia for advanci ng human security:

e pronoting human capacity-building in the Menber Sates of the
region;

* hel ping African countries to establish a strategy for the prevention
of HV A DS and other contagious di seases;

e nmobilizing and acting as a catalyst for international cooperation in
support of initiatives by African Menbber Sates; and

e promoting the active participation of comunities and
representatives of civil society in the planning and i npl enentati on
of devel opnent progr amres.

Particular attention should be drawn to the key proposal s for action
nade at the Pretoria neeting on the basis of a series of in-depth
anal ysis papers, al so reproduced here. These key proposals aim at
rei nforcing many di nensions of the hunman security paradi gm such
& the relation between human security and the culture of peace, the
need for further research on human security indicators, the
functions of early-warning systens, the capacity-building of
African parlianentarians, common | egi sl ative agendas on i ssues such
as HV A DS poverty, environnent, and hunan rights. A the sane
tine, the participants stressed the inportance of reaffirmng the
overarching principles of the African lhion (AU, the New
Partnership for African Devel opnent (NEPAD) and the Conf erence on
Security, Sability, Developnment and Gooperation in Africa
(CSSDA) as conpl enentary to the concept of hunan security.

UINES@O and | SSwish to profoundly thank all the participants at the
neeting for having formil ated these key proposals based on their
evi dence, research and a w de-rangi ng exchange of ideas. |ndeed, the
proposals wll be nost useful in strengthening the joint action of
both institutions in promoting human security but, nore
inportantly, inensuring that al the actors concerned wll be able to
engage in a renewed effort in favour of African societies, in
particular to ensure security for the nost vul nerable popul ations.
Indeed, this is the priority of priorities if the indivisibility of
human security is to be achi eved.

Paris/Pretoria, Novenber 2001



