Appendix C FHnal Declaration and A an of
Action, International Forumof Myors for

Safer dties
27 Cctober 1998, Johannesburg

The Myors, elected officials and other city representatives
participating in the International Forumof Myors for Safer dties in
Johannesburg on 26 and 27 Gctober 1998 cane to the follow ng
concl usi ons:

e [Delinquency, violence and insecurity increasingly threaten the
har noni ous and sustai nabl e devel opnent of cities, both in the
North and in the South.

e Qine jeopardises efforts ained at and investnents in the
economc and soci al devel opnent of cities.

e Dug use and trafficking contribute to the deterioration of the
urban environnent and are najor public health problens rel ated
to the propagation of HV A DS

e 0 the nany causes of crine, poverty (both absolute and rel ative)
renains one of the central challenges in any crine reduction
strategy, particularly inthe cities of the South.

e Sofety and security are fundanental el enents and basic rights of
citizens that contribute to the quality of life and the civic vitaity
in urban centres.

e The response to crine and i nsecurity shoul d be global, involving all
stakeholders at local, national and international levels and shoul d
address the root causes of crine.

e The nobilisation of al actors under the leadership of |ocal
authorities wll pave the way to effective and affordable crine
prevention and reduction strategies.

nsidering the principles nentioned above, the participants stressed
the inportance of devel oping a strong solidarity between institutions,
civil society, the private sector and citizens in addressing crine and
insecurity in cities. Wthout such soidarity, the efforts to curb
del i nquency and violence will not bear fruit and social exclusion nay be
rei nf or ced.

Based on this perspective, participants agreed that all stakehol ders,
including local and national governnents should nake a strong
commitnent to respond to crine in a rigorous, coherent and effective
nanner. In particular, the inportance of the followng is underlined:

e responding adequately to the denands of the poor for safety — the
inpact of crine on the poor being dranatically nore inportant
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than for other socia groups;

e analysing and taking i nto account the nature and inpact of crine on
vonen, including donestic viol ence and violence in the streets;

 understanding and addressing the specific victimsation of
children, as well as devel opi ng approaches whi ch address the needs
of children at risk;

e developing strategies and initiatives targeting youth at risk and
focusing on rehabilitation, reintegration and prevention instead of
puni shnent and i ncarceration; and

e clearly affirming the responsibility and financial commtnent of
each actor, including local authorities, in the concerted effort to
create urban safety and prevent crine.

The action of cities will have linmted results and inpact if these
criteria are not net. Taking the above into consideration, the Myors
and city officials participating in the International Forumof Myors
for Sofer Gties agreed to actively pronote and contribute to the
inplenentation of the followng action plan in order to foster urban
saf ety and reduce del i nquency, violence and insecurity in future.

The full inplenentation of this plan will require the support and
coomtnent of all stakeholders, including international
organi sations, governnent agenci es, community organi sati ons and the
private sector. This plan of action calls for a concerted effort in the
spirit of solidarity, in order to nake cities safer in a sustainable
nanner .

The Safer Cties approach needs to be nore wdely supported and
inplenented in the different countries across the world and nore
specifically in Africa The approach focuses on probl emsoal ving
partnerships at local level ained at nobilising key actors through the
leadership of nunicipal authorities. It reinforces the capacity of
cities to nanage urban safety issues and to develop integrated
strategies to prevent crine and insecurity.

To achieve this goal, participants in the Forumdeclared the fol | ow ng
plan of action:

e Local authorities are to adopt urban safety as a cross-cutting
priority in the strategic planning and devel opnent of their cities
and involve all local governnent departnents in this process.

e Local authorities are to initiate and support a conprehensive
crine prevention process, involving all key institutional,
community and private sector partners, in order to devel op and
inplenent a strategy addressing the needs of each city to prevent
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and reduce crine in a sustai nabl e way.

e Local authorities are to fully integrate the concept of Safer Gties
into their nunicipal or netropolitan police services.

* Local authorities are to pronote the creation of national Foruns of
Gties for Uban Sofety and/or to actively participate in their
activities, focusing on the sharing of experience, the exchange of
expertise and the training of local co-ordinators and city officials.

 National governnents are to integrate the Safer Gties approach in
their crine prevention and reduction policies and strategies and
provide support for the devel opnent of Safer dties projects and
networks in their countries.

e The private sector is to becone nore involved in the
conceptual i sation and inpl enentation of Safer Aties strategies by
contributing their expertise, resources and commitnent as
corporate citizens preoccupied wth the quality of urban safety.

e Jecialised institutions and other interested stakeholders are to
devel op specific tools to support local authorities in the
devel opment and inpl enentation of Safer dties projects, such as
victim surveys, safety audits, nonitoring and evaluation
neasur ement s.

o Specialised institutions and other interested stakehol ders are to
develop training progranmes on the Safer dties concept and
net hodol ogy for urban safety co-ordinators, |ocal elected officials,
urban nanagers and pol i ce executi ves.

e Al stakeholders are to pronote and facilitate the exchange of
expertise and access to best and promising practices in the field of
urban safety and crine prevention.

* International organisations and devel opnent agencies are to
provide support for Safer dties projects and networks by
facilitating technical assistance and the exchange of expertise.

e The United Nations Whban Managerment Programre, in
col laboration wth the International Gentre for the Prevention of
Qine and the European Forum for Whban Safety, accept
responsibility to nonitor the progress in the inplementati on of
the recormendations of this Forum and agree to present a report
to the next neeting of the International Forumfor UWban Poverty
that wll take place in Bte d'lvoire at the end of 1999.

e The conclusions of the International Forum of Mwyors for Safer
Gties held in Johannesburg wll be officially transmtted to
associations of cities, national governnents and appropriate
international agencies to enable them to follow up on this
Decl arati on.





