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Common Acronyms 
AU African Union  
CCR  Centre for Conflict Resolution   
GFSA  Gun Free South Africa   
ISS Institute for Security Studies  
NGO  Non-governmental organisation  
SADC  Southern Africa Development Community   
SALW  Small arms and light weapons  
SANDF South African National Defence Force  
SARPCCO Southern African Regional Police Chiefs Cooperation 

Organisation  

Botswana
BDF Botswana Defence Force  
DWNP Department of Wildlife and National Parks  
SSP Botswana Defence Force Special Support Group   
UNHCR UN High Commission for Refugees  

Lesotho
BCP Basotho Congress Party   
BNP Basotho National Party   
CID Criminal Investigations Department   
LDF Lesotho Defence Force  
LLA Lesotho Liberation Army  
LMPS Lesotho Mounted Police Service   

8. Zambia
Tables
Table 8.1: Firearm licences issued by the Firearms Registry:

1998 – 2003 286
Table 8.2: Amount of ammunition legally allowable per firearm 287
Table 8.3: Violent crime statistics: 1998 – 2003 294

10. Puzzling Over the Pieces
Tables
Table 10.1: Civilian ownership of firearms in southern Africa 321 ACRONYMS
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South Africa
ANC African National Congress  
APLA Azanian People’s Liberation Army  
AVF Afrikaner Volksfront  
BDF Boputhatswana Defence Force  
BNSU Bophuthatswana National Security Unit  
CDF Ciskei Defence Force  
CFR Central Firearms Register  
DCAC Directorate Conventional Arms Control   
DTI Department of Trade and Industry  
FCA Firearms Control Act   
IFP Inkatha Freedom Party  
IFU Illegal Firearms Unit  
KZN KwaZulu-Natal   
KZSPF KwaZulu Special Protection Force  
MEC Member of the Executive Council (member of provincial 

parliament)   
MRC Medical Research Council  
NCACC National Conventional Arms Control Committee 
OAU Organisation of African Unity  
PAC Pan African Congress  
PAIA Promotion of Access to Information Act  
Poslec SETA Police, Security, Law Enforcement and Correctional Services 

Sectoral Educational Training Authority  
SABRIC South African Banking Risk Intelligence Centre  
SADF South African Defence Force (before 1994)  
SANDF South African National Defence Force (after 1994)  
SAP South African Police (before 1994)   
SAPS South African Police Service (after 1994) 
SAQA South African Qualifications Authority  
SARS South African Revenue Service  
SETA Sectoral Educational Training Authority  
SIRA Security Industry Regulatory Authority  
TDF Transkei Defence Force  
TRC Truth and Reconciliation Commission  
UDF United Democratic Front  
VDF Venda Defence Force  

MFP Marematlou Freedom Party   
NSS National Security Services   

Malawi
ADMARC Agriculture Development and Marketing Cooperation  
CHRR  Centre for Human Rights and Rehabilitation  
MA   Malawi Army    
MCP  Malawi Congress Party  
MCSFCP Malawi Community Safety and Firearms Control Project 
MPS   Malawi Police Service   
MYP  Malawi Young Pioneers  
NIB National Intelligence Bureau  
UDF  United Democratic Front  
YD Young Democrats  

Mozambique
CCM Christian Council of Mozambique 
CEEI Centro de Estudos Estratégicos Internacionais  
CIVPOL UN Civilian Police, from countries contributing to the 

UN mission  
COPRECAL Comissão para a Prevenção e Controle de Armas Ligeiras 

(Committee for the Prevention and Control of Small Arms 
and Light Weapons)  

FADM Forças armadas de Moçambique (Mozambique military)  
FRELIMO  Frente de Libertação de Moçambique (Front for the 

Liberation of Mozambique)  
GPA  General Peace Agreement  
IND  Instituto Nacional de Desminagem  
ISRI Instituto Superior de Relações Internacionais  
ONUMOZ  United Nations Operation in Mozambique  
PIC  Criminal Police  
PRM  Polícia da Republica de Moçambique  
RENAMO Resistência Nacional de Moçambique (Mozambique National

Resistance)  

Namibia
SWAPO South West African People’s Organisation  
NANGOF Namibia Non-Governmental Organisation Forum   



Overview of the research project

In 2001, Gun Free South Africa (GFSA), in collaboration with the Centre
for Conflict Resolution (CCR), initiated a research project on small arms
and light weapons in southern Africa. The objective of this project was to
examine the trade, use and control of small arms and light weapons for the
period 1994-2003. Research was undertaken in the following nine
countries: Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South
Africa, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe by in-country researchers.

The rationale for the project was that only through a comprehensive and
thorough understanding of the trade, use and control of small arms and
light weapons can effective and sustainable strategies be identified for
constructively managing the proliferation and limiting the misuse of small
arms and light weapons in southern Africa.

The research sought to determine:
• The size and nature of state-held and civilian-owned legal small arms 

stockpiles.
• The source of illegal small arms and light weapons, and in particular, the 

nature and extent of the loss and theft of legal state-held and civilian
small arms and light weapons.

• The factors which influence the demand for legal civilian firearms.

Swaziland
CANGO Co-ordinating Assembly of Non-Governmental Organisations   
DPP Director of Public Prosecutions   
PUDEMO  People’s United Democratic Movement  
RSP Royal Swaziland Police  
USDF Umbutfo Swaziland Defence Force  

Zambia
DRC  Democratic Republic of the Congo  
MMD Movement for Multiparty Democracy   
FAST Flexible Anti-Smuggling Team   
UNITA  União Nacional para a Independência Total de Angola   
ZAWA Zambia Wildlife Authority   
ZDF  Zambia Defence Force  
ZIMT Zambia Independent Monitoring Team  
ZRA Zambia Revenue Authority  
ZRCS Zambia Red Cross Society   

Zimbabwe
AIPPA Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Act   
CC Constitutional Commission  
CIO Central Intelligence Organisation  
CJP (Z)  Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace (Zimbabwe)   
MDC Movement for a Democratic Change  
NAGG National Alliance for Good Governance   
NCA   National Constitutional Assembly   
PF-ZAPU Patriotic Front – Zimbabwe People’s Union  
POSA  Public Order and Security Act  
ZANU  Zimbabwean African National Union   
ZANU-PF  Zimbabwean African National Union – Patriotic Front  
ZIPRA Zimbabwe People’s Revolution Army  (armed wing of 

PF-ZAPU)   
ZANLA Zimbabwe African National Liberation Army (armed wing of 

ZANU-PF)  
ZDI Zimbabwe Defence Industry  
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