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This research was undertaken by the Peace Missions Programme 
(PMP) at the Institute for Security Studies (ISS) to assess the role and 
contribution of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) in the protection of 
civilians. This book presents the results of the research and is intended 
to promote the development of a comprehensive and workable set of 
doctrinal principles for peacekeeping/peace enforcement in Africa by 
the African Union (AU) and the African regional organisations that are 
operating under UN authority.

In the immediate aftermath of the Cold War, the conflict that engulfed 
Liberia from 1989 until 1997 was the first intrastate conflict on the 
African continent that entailed considerable humanitarian crisis, but 
one to which the international community paid scant attention. The 
international community only questioned the political and legal basis for 
the intervention of the Economic Community of West Africa (ECOWAS), 
in spite of its moral obligation to address the unfolding humanitarian 
catastrophe.

The relapse of Liberia into another conflict in 2003, accompanied by 
another humanitarian crisis involving mostly the civilian population, is 
hardly surprising because the support that the international community 
provided in the 1990s was too little and too late to ensure sustainable 
peace-building based on the rule of law, respect for human rights and 
good governance. Armed with the lessons from the failure to protect 
civilians in armed conflict, the international community collaborated 
more closely with ECOWAS, which, again, led efforts to intervene in 
Liberia in order to save the country from the humanitarian catastrophe.

The research and the publication of the book were made possible 
through the kind facilitation of Ambassador Jean-Marie Guéhenno, UN 
Under-Secretary General for the Department of Peacekeeping Operations, 
and Ambassador Jacques Paul Klein, Special Representative of the 
Secretary General for the UNMIL, as well as the officials of UNMIL, 
including the Joint Implementation Unit, and the Ghana Battalion, who 
supported the field research. We wish to thank all the civil society groups 
in Liberia who granted us interviews. 

A debt of gratitude is also owed to the authors who contributed 
invaluable chapters for the book. Our special thanks go to the Executive 
Secretary of ECOWAS, Dr Mohamed Ibn Chambas, and, again, 
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Ambassador Jacques Paul Klein, for accepting the invitation to write the 
forewords to the book.

In spite of all else, the research and the publication would not have 
been possible without the generous funding from the government of 
Finland and its embassy in South Africa. 

Finally, we wish to extend our sincere gratitude to all the contributors, 
without whose input this project would not have been realised. 

Festus B Aboagye & Alhaji M S Bah
25 May 2005
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