
In 2003, the Institute for Security Studies undertook the second national
victims of crime survey in South Africa. The survey was designed to ensure
comparability with the 1998 national Victims of Crime survey conducted by
Statistics South Africa for the Department of Safety and Security and the
United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI).
The ISS was assisted throughout the study by a group of stakeholders from
government and civil society, many of whom participated in the 1998 survey.

The survey was conducted between September and October 2003.
Households were randomly selected across the country based on the census
data. A national sample of 4,860 was realised. The sample was stratified by
province and urban/rural areas, and the data was weighted to reflect the actual
composition of the population. 

Public perceptions about crime and safety 
Feelings of safety have declined markedly since 1998: the number feeling very
unsafe at night more than doubled from 25% in 1998 to 58% in 2003. Feelings
of safety are also low compared to other countries. Despite this, it is
encouraging that nearly half of South Africans (46%) did not believe crime has
increased in past three years in their areas of residence. A small majority (53%)
said crime had gone up.

Perceptions about crime and safety differed markedly according to race and
area of residence. Those most concerned were people living in the
metropolitan areas followed by urban areas, and Indian followed by white
South Africans. South Africans living in metropolitan (61%) and urban areas
(54%) were much more likely to say crime has increased than those in
traditional rural (48%) or farming (43%) areas. Indians were much more likely
(78%) to believe crime has gone up than whites (61%), blacks (51%) and
coloureds (48%). In terms of feelings of safety, those living in rural areas were
much more likely to feel safe walking in their neighbourhoods than those in
urban areas. Black (64%) and coloured (62%) South Africans were much more
likely to feel very safe during the day than whites (35%) and Indians (11%).

CATI Computer-aided telephone interview
CJP Crime and Justice Programme
CPF Community Policing Forum
DRA Development Research Africa
DSS Department of Safety and Security
EA Enumerator Area
HSRC Human Sciences Research Council
ICVS International Crime Victim Surveys
ISS Institute for Security Studies
NCCS National Crime Combating Strategy
SA South Africa
SAPS South African Police Service
SSA Statistics South Africa
UNICRI United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute
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