
ANC African National Congress
Assault GBH Assault with intent to do grievous bodily harm
CBD Central Business District
COP Community policing
NCCS National Crime Combating Strategy
NNP New National Party
POP Problem-oriented policing
RDP Reconstruction and Development Plan
SAPS South African Police Service
SCF Sector Crime Forum

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

In December 2003 SAPS National Commissioner Jackie Selebi issued a Draft
National Instruction on sector policing. This monograph examines how sector
policing has been interpreted and implemented on the West Rand. Sectors in
the three station precincts are studied – Randfontein, Roodepoort and Kagiso.

Sector policing – international and domestic context
Sector policing emerged in the early 1970s as one among a host of
experiments to address a crisis in American policing. Police leaders and
scholars had gone right back to basics and asked what it is that the police do
to reduce crime. The endeavour to answer this question has produced a host
of policing innovations in the last 30 years. These innovations can be divided
into four categories: 1) hotspot or targeted patrolling, 2) controlling risk factors,
3) problem-oriented policing (POP), and 4) community policing (COP).

Sector policing is an eclectic composite. It includes COP and POP as its core,
definitional components, but it usually includes targeted patrolling and risk
factor identification as well. 

COP is a form of policing that mobilises civilians into crime prevention
projects. It has been successful when trained on specific problems.

POP borrows from the philosophy of public health interventions and applies it
to policing. It ‘vaccinates’ an area against micro-crime patterns by identifying
and managing their causes. 

The form sector policing takes is shaped in no small part by the host policing
culture that receives it. In recent years, South African policing has been
characterised by a strong, active national centre, and uneven policing on the
ground. The SAPS has come increasingly to rely on high density, high visibility
paramilitary policing operations – precisely the sort of policing that a force
with a strong centre and weak personnel can execute with accomplishment.
Sector policing has been billed as a project to transcend these limitations – to
restore grassroots policing. 
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